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Yake Walker is wanted, dead or

t a[ve, for a murder he didn't

I commit. Bess BeckleY is a

tt strong-willed woman, too busY

caring for a grieving father and two

younger brothers to find the time to
fall in love.

Can these PeoPle find haPPiness

together? Of course they can' be-cause

thiy're the main characters in Loree

Lough's latest romance novel, Jake

Walker's WW. Lough says that's the

cardinal rule of romance novels - they

must have a haPPY ending.
A proiific writer, Lough has had 22

inspirational romances published

sinie August 1994, an{ is scheduled to

have four more books and a new series

released during the next couPle of
years. Her latest work is her first foray

into "noninspirational" romance. It's

a move she hopes will eventually lead

to being published as a "mainstream"

novelist.
Lough, a resident of Ellicott CitY,

6n3oys writing historicals - half of her

romances fall into that category.
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Much of the action in Jakc
Walker's Wfe takes place -in'

Maryland during the 1850s.

She has also wriuen four books
for young readers. Two were fic-
tion books for children ages 8 to

' 12 that kicked off the 48-book
'American Adventure" series,
covering a period from the land:
ing of the Mayflower to World
War II. The other two, issued last"
January, were biographies of
Nathan Hale and Lord Baltimore
for children ages 7 q lS.

Thckling New Genres
What's new in L,ough's latest

work is the inclusion of sex
scenes, some mild violence, oild
obscenities. That's something
you don't see in the tamer inspi-,
rational romance line.

Lough notes that the move has

caused her old publishers to
"shun" her. She is also aware that
when an author changes genre, he
or she runs the risk of losing read-
ett. However, she believes that it
is possible to switch stylistic
gears, as long as you do it right

The wrong way, she says, is to
make a radical change. Lough
knows some writers who did this,
only to lose readers and publish-
els.

lough's general strategy: work
on as much as possible in a vari-
ety of different styles, while con-
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tinuing to write the romance nov-
els that have been her bread-and-
butter. She is currently working
on five stories, two of which are

in the proposal stage, and two
80,000-word novels that are due
to the publisher by March 1.

Lough also has character
sketches and the basic plots
devised for four books outside the
romance genre: an action-adven-
ture story a mystery a scientific
tluiller, and a horror story. While
Lnugh says there will always be
some romince in everyhing $he
writes, the mainstream novels
won' t necessarily have "tradition-
al" happy endings.

Despite the risk, Lough
believes '?ou have to test the
market ... you can't stay stagnant
or it's boring."

Wittr all these projecs going,
Lough is not a person to let grass

grow under her feet. In fact, she

describes herself as, "hyperac-
tivg."

"Just picture someone who
eats a steady diet of brownies and
washes them down with black
coffee," she says, with a hint of
amusement in her voice. To keep
fit, she says she just keeps l'mov-

ing around."
" Lough says it generally takes
about a month and a half to two
months for her to take a book
from story idea to 'nshelf-ready'
manuscript.
' Howener, she's capable of
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bringing a project in with even
greater speed, if circumstances
require. "I've written a. novella

[20,000 wordsJ in a weekend,"
she says. "tlnder pressurc," she

adds.

"I try to be at the keyboard'by
nine and work until six," she says.

She will often work additional
time in the middle of the night or
on weekends. Occasionally, she

will allow herself an entire day
off to organize drawers or'closets
or do other, routine tasks. She
says that using these "procrasti-
nation tactics" helps her generate

more ideas for her fiction.
I-ough has always been willing

to work hard. A native of
Kenosha, Wisc., Lough once had
a day job shrink-nurapping torque
wrenches in a factory. She
worked her way through college
traveling around the counury and

doing a Top 40 lounge act with
her Yamatra'guitar, while taking
many of her classes through the
mail by special arrangement.

Her current occupation began

20 yiars 8go, wlpn she took a
course with Qarolyn Males,,,,

another local writer whom she

credits as being the reason she

ctiose to enter the field. Males'
class inded up forming a writers'
group that initially met in Males'
living room. Lnugh was inspired
by Males's encouragement and

ttre time she took to give pointers
to her students, ond later dedicat-

ed $e book Erwna's Orphaw gP

her.

Lough started off writing free-
lance and began to write romance

novels to break into the fiction
market, believing that "if you
could succeed at romance, you
can do anything." She admits, 1'I

used to think rornance novels
were mind candy." However,
when she started reading them,

they turned out to have more sub-

stance than she expected and
sometimes tackled such gritty
issues as incest and child abuse.

Lough says that the genre has

changed significantly from the
old days, when the heroines were
passive and relied on the male
love interest to find solutions to
their problems. These days a

romance novel heroine has to be

"take charge, self-contained"
and able to deal with problems

herself.
Lough finds the psychology of

the romance novel fascinating.
She teaches a course for Howard
Communify College on how to
write romance novels and will

.begin an online course on how*tn*
write inspirationals in March,

Pushing the Envelope
Calling herself as an analYtic

person by nature, Lough likes to
devote time in her stories to
describing her characters'
thoughts and feelings. Other
writers, she says, spend more

time on action and dialogue.
"I push the envelope in every

book I write," Lough says, to
create the . "edge-of-the-seat
excitement" that readers are

looking for.
Lough likes to do extensive

research for her historical nov-
els. The sesearch for Jake
Wallcer's Wfe only took a couple
of days, because Lough is famil-
iar with the place and period and

has gotten more efficient over
time. Even so, because some of
the action takes place in Texas,

Lough ended up immersing her-
self in the details of old V/est
weaponry and life on the trail.

However, "ninety-nine per-
cent [of the researchl doesn't get
into the stor!," because Lough
does it primarily to establish the
atmosphere of the time for her-
self, '

Of course, one exception to
that rule would be Lough's two
biographies. According to
Lough, the two subjects were
tnrly a study in contrasts. Nathan
Hale took pubstiiritial risks ild ",.
lived' a full"'1ife,i'though he died 

"e's'
very young. Lough says he was,

even an early "feminist" of sorts,

because he taught girls.
Lough found the privileged

life of Lnrd Baltimore to be a tri-
fle dull. "God was bored one

day and he didn't know what to
do," she jokes, "So he made

L,ord Baltimore."


