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DEBBI MACK
ext time you drive to the
beach and you're passing

Route 50, if you see a
- stand of trees in the middle of one
of those fields for no apparent rea-
son, consider this: you're proba-
bly looking at an old cemetery.

Today, those open fields are
increasingly coming under devel-
opers’ bulldozers. And, unfortu-
nately, some burial sites are being
destroyed in the process.

_The issue goes beyond just
Eastern Shore development,
according to  Ellicott City's
Barbara Sieg, one of the founders
of The Coalition To Protect
Maryland Burial Sites. Sieg says
the “disrespect, dishonor, and
downright destruction” of burial
grounds is a state-wide problem.
While not peculiar to Maryland,
she says that compared with New
England and the West, we have far
less respect than many other states
for our graveyards.

While it is a crime in Maryland
to willfully harm or remove a
“monument, gravestone, or other
structure placed in any cemetery,’
or “any tree, plant, or shrub,”
prosecution of violations is not
always aggressively pursued,
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according to various members of

the coalition.

Further, many burial sites are
no longer marked or never had
markers. Problems arise when
builders stumble upon remains
during land development.

In response, a group of interest-
ed people formed The Coalition
To Protect Maryland Burial Sites
in 1991. The coalition is com-
prised of individuals and organi-
zations such as genealogical soci-
eties and historical groups.

Jean Keenan, also of Ellicott
City and the coalition’s president,
says the main focus of the group is
to educate people. The coalition
has also taken intervention actions
when problems arise on particular
sites and helped to draft and pro-
mote legislation to protect burial
sites.

Use of the term “burial sites” as
opposed to “cemeteries” is delib-
erate, since it encompasses Indian
burial grounds and unmarked
sites, as well as the more tradi-
tional, church-style cemeteries.

According to Joan Floyd, pub-
licity chairman for the group,
Howard County has become its de
facto headquarters and “has tradi-
tionally been a very active area for
the coalition”” The county also

THE OLD WELLING CEMETERY is one of over 200 burial sites in every county of
Maryland maintained by the Coalition.

has, in her opinion, “probably the
most detailed, established means”
of protecting cemeteries.

Floyd says that Howard County
may be a focal point due to the St.
Mary’s Cemetery incident, which
triggered the creation of the coun-
ty ordinance. The incident gener-
ated a significant amount of press
and prompted public protests at
the site.

According to Sieg, St. Mary’s
Cemetery was a three-acre parcel
associated with the Carroll family
of Maryland, in that slaves who
worked on the Carroll’s plantation
were buried there. Sieg said that
167 burials were documented in
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the site, but no one had ever
specifically identified where they
wer,e and most of the markers
either deteriorated over time or
were destroyed or stolen by van-
dals.

The Catholic Archdiocese of
Baltimore sold the land to a
developer who later transferred it
to a builder. Despite public

protests, the builder was able to.

obtain permits and break ground.
It was only when the county
began to dig water and sewer
lines and found remains that
county officials took action to
protect the site, according to
-Sieg. Work stopped on the water

and sewer, although Sieg main-
tains that building foundations
continued to be laid “even as they
were sifting through the bones.”
Sieg recalls that interest in bur-
ial site preservation started in the
late 1980s, when the Maryland
Historical Trust convened a task
force to look into the desecration
of Indian burial grounds. The

task force tried without success

to get bills passed and ultimately
disbanded.

Later, in the summer of 1991,
the members met on their own
and formed the coalition. Sieg
says the St. Mary’s incident was
in the summer of 1992 and was a
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led to the passage of county ordi-
nances to protect burial grounds.

The Howard County Code
provides for the preservation of
“cemeteries,” which by definition
include graveyards and burial
grounds. Among other things, it
requires that county cemeteries
be identified and mapped and
that any property owner who
develops land with a burial site
on it must “‘accommodate” that
site with the development by var-
ious means. Those accommoda-
tions include placing it in a non-
buildable area with a cemetery
designation and dedicating that
part of the land to a homeowner’s
or conservation association.

Howard County also has a
Cemetery Preservation Advisory
Board, made up of county citizens
meeting requirements specified in
the ordinance.

Floyd says the upper Eastern
Shore has become a new “hot
spot” for these problems, particu-
larly Caroline County, where new
development is being encouraged.
A recent issue of the coalition’s
newsletter gives fairly detailed
accounts of two cases in Caroline
County of gravestones being
removed or destroyed during land
development.

According to Floyd, the ten-
dency among farmers in the dis-
tant past was to bury family mem-
bers on their own land. Often,
trees were planted around the
sites. In any case, farmers always
took care to plow around them.
Unfortunately, modern builders
are not always so respectful.

‘reverse that. ...

done,” Floyd says, “You cannot
You really can’t
turn back the clock.” .

For that reason, Floyd says, pre-
vention is essential. The coalition
wants to increase public awareness
of the problem and is currently
developing a public outreach plan,
including updating its website,
visiting various parts of the state to
give presentations, and possibly
trying public service announce-
ments on television.

The group has also been active
in drafting and promoting legisla-
tion. The coalition has drafted a
couple of proposed state laws,
including one that would require a
legal notice be published when
someone seeks authorization to
remove and relocate human
remains and one providing steps to
be followed when remains are
accidentally discovered.

On November 7, the coalition
will hold a yard sale fund-raiser to
help defray costs associated with
the group’s intervention in one of
the Caroline County incidents.
Floyd says that expenses were
incurred in attempting to stop the
problem, including long-distance
phone calls, travel costs, and
copies of legal documents,

The sale will be held at 4424
Keenan Drive in Ellicott City.
Donations in the form of general
household items and children’s
games, books, or clothing are wel-
come. If you wish to arrange deliv-
ery of donated items or if you have
an interest in joining the group,
call 410-465-3429. =
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al Nearly New Sale on Saturday,
May 8 from 8 a.m.-12 noon. “.
* More than 135 sellers will par-

ticipate, selling everything from |

children’s furniture to toys and
equipment. It will be held at the
Exhibition Hall at the Howard
County Fairgrounds in West

* Friendship. Call (410) 465-9550.

Gourmet Taste Fest

Taste Fest 98’, a tasting of
some of the very best foods,
wines and brews made right here
in Maryland, will be held
Sunday, November 8 from 4-8
pm. at The Lodge in
Catonsville. Food products will
be available for sale.

Taste Fest is co-sponsored by
the Rotary Clubs of Catonsville,
Ellicott City and Elkridge.
Proceeds will support the scholar-
ship, community, national and
international programs of the
Rotary Clubs.

John DuRant, “The Old
World Troubadour,, will provide
entertainment. Tickets are $20
each. Call (410) 882-2731.

Scourne News
Spaghetti for Dinner...

Boy Scout Troop 794
will be hosting a spaghetti dinner
at Our Lady - of
Perpetual Hope
Church, 4795 Iichester Road,
Ellicott City, on Saturday,
November 7, from 5-8
pm.

time and again
consignment store

oGeneral Furniture
*Antique and Oriental
Furniture
*Interior Accessories
*Antiques and Collectibles
*Ladies Apparel and
ready-to-wear fashions
'Jewerry Watches and
Accessories
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